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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 8.  Jalebis  

 

 

 

 

The I nt roduct ion  

The st or y is of  a young boy when he was in f if t h st andar d at  a gover nment  school in Kambelpur , 

now called At ak. On one day, he was car r ying f our  r upees in his pocket  t o pay his school f ees. 

When he got  t o school, he f ound out  t hat  t he t eacher  who was t o collect  f ees, Mast er  Ghulam 

Mohammed, was on leave. He car r ied t he f our  r upees f or  f ees t he ent ir e day. But  once he was 

out  of  school, t he coins began t o speak. 

 

The Coins Began t o Talk and t hen Started t o Clamour 

That  day, as t he boy st epped out  of  school, t he coins began t o t alk. One coin t old him t hat  he 

should go and buy hot  j alebis wit h it . The coin ur ged t he boy t o spend it  as money was meant  t o 

be spent . The boy answer ed t he coins t hat  he was a good boy and t he coins should not  be 

misguiding him. He t old t he coins t hat  he was well f ed at  home and buying anyt hing f r om t he 

shops would be a sin. He also t old t he coins t hat  t he money was meant  f or  his f ees. 

The coins didn’t  appr eciat e t he ar gument  given by t he young boy. They, t her ef or e, all began t o 

t alk at  t he same t ime and made a gr eat  clamour ing sound. They made such noise t hat  passer s by 

began t o st ar e at  t he boy. The boy closed t hem t ight  in his f ist . They wer e silent  f or  some t ime. 

A lit t le lat er , t he boy loosened his f ist  and t he coins again began t o lur e him. The coins t empt  

him by saying t hat  he could pay his f ees wit h scholar ship money. 

  

The Boy Begins t o Think About  the Jalebis and Finally Gave I n  

           The boy knew t hat  what  t he coins wer e t elling him was not  r ight , but  he t hinks t hat  t hey 

wer e not  wr ong eit her . The boy begins t o t hink about  t he hot , f r esh j alebis f ull of  sweet  sugar . 

He was t empt ed, but  he was also weighing t he ent ir e sit uat ion. He came f r om a well-t o-do 

f amily and had enj oyed a consider able pr est ige. He had also enj oyed a cer t ain st at us in his 

class. Mast er j i had of t en asked him t o beat  t he ot her  boys in t he class. Eat ing j alebis in t he 

middle of  t he bazaar  was not  easy f or  him. So, he clenched his f ist  again and came back home.  

Supplement ary Reader 

Soul of  the Chapt er 
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The boy could not  bear  t he noise cr eat ed by t he coins. He f inally gave in t o t heir  wish. Bar ef oot  

he r ushed t o t he bazaar  and asked t he halwai t o weigh him j alebis wor t h a r upee. The halwai 

opened a whole newspaper  and heaped a pile of  a j alebis on it . He had har dly gat her ed t he heap 

of  j alebis when he saw his chachaj aan passing by in his t ongo. He immediat ely clut ched t he 

j alebis and r an in an inside st r eet . 

 

Devouring t he Jalebis and the St omachache  

Reaching a saf e cor ner , he began eat ing j alebis and he at e so many t hat  he f elt  t hat  j alebis 

would pop out  f r om his ear s and nost r ils. Soon, he saw boys f r om t he neighbour hood had 

assembled in t he gali. He was so f ull t hat  he st ar t ed handing out  j alebis t o t he childr en ar ound. 

Soon, mor e and mor e childr en came. He kept  dist r ibut ing t he j alebis and one by one, spent  all 

t he f our  coins t o buy j alebis. 

Af t er  having washed his hands and mout h, he got  back home pr et ending innocence. He f ear ed 

t hat  he might  bur p and j alebis would pop out . At  night  he had t o eat  his dinner , t hough his 

st omach was f ull wit h t he j alebis he had devour ed. Not  eat ing t he dinner  would demand an 

explanat ion. So, he simply had his dinner , but  spent  r est  of  t he night  suf f er ing a st omach ache. 

The next  mor ning he was absolut ely f ine, calling childr en’s st omach as digest ion machines. 

Get t ing r eady f or  school, he headed t owar ds it  f eeling secur e t hat  he would r eceive f our  r upees 

as scholar ship money, wit h which he would pay his f ees. But  on r eaching t he school he f ound out  

t hat  t he scholar ship money would be paid next  mont h. Mast er  Ghulam Mohammed announced 

t hat  t he money f or  t he f ees would be collect ed dur ing t he r ecess. He was in a f ix. 

Not  knowing what  t o do, he r an away f r om t he school af t er  t he r ecess. He kept  walking and 

walking t ill he r eached t he point  wher e t he Kambelpur  r ailway st at ion began. Under  a shade-

giving t r ee besides t he r ailway t r ack, he began t o cr y. He r ealised t hat  t he t hings t hat  seemed 

t oo simple had unnecessar ily become complex. He began t o pr ay t o Allah Miyan t hat  somehow he 

should best ow only f our  r upees on him. 

 

Promising and Playing Games 

He kept  pr aying t he r est  of  t he day, making pr omises t o of f er  namaaz, r ecit e t he t en sur at s 

and Ayat -al-Kur si and so on. But  not hing happened. The next  day, t oo, he walked dir ect ly t o t his 

spot  and of f er ed endless pr ayer s. Then, he decided t o play a game wit h Allah Miyan t o place 
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f our  r upees under  t he r ock. All he could f ind under  t he r ock, however , was a hair y wor m. He 

kept  playing t his game in t he hope t hat  Allah Miyan would give in t o his wishes. 

 

He Got  Caught   

Def eat ed on t he second day, t oo, he decided t o t hink of  st r at egies t o st r ike a deal wit h Allah 

Miyan t he next  day. However , t hat  ver y day his r epor t  of  being absent  f r om t he school had 

r eached his home. He t hought  it  is needless t o shar e what  t he consequences wer e, but  t ill his 

eight h st andar d he kept  wonder ing what  har m would have occur r ed had Allah Miyan gr ant ed him 

f our  r upees. Only lat er  he r ealised t hat  if  Allah Miyan was t o gr ant  ever yt hing mer ely by 

list ening t o man’s pr ayer s and demands, man would not  have lear nt  t o do anyt hing.  

 

 

 

 

 

1.  What  didn’t  he pay the school f ees on t he day he brought  money t o school? 

     He couldn’t  pay t he school f ees on t he day he br ought  t he money because t he t eacher  who 

was supposed t o collect  t he f ees money was on leave.  

2.  (i) What  were t he coins ‘saying’ t o him? 

         The coins wer e asking him t o spend t hem by buying f r esh and sweet  syr upy j alebis.  

    (ii) Do you t hink they were misguiding him? 

          Yes. They wer e misguiding him by t empt ing t he boy.  

3.  Why didn’t  he t ake t he coins’ advice? Give t wo or three reasons.  

    He r ef used t o t ake t he advice of  t he coins because he t hought  t hat  he came f r om a good 

house and was well f ed at  home. Spending money t o buy t hings f r om t he bazaar  would be a sin. 

He was also conscious of  t he f act  t hat  t he money he had was meant  f or  his f ees, which he had 

t o pay t he next  day. 

4.    (i) What  did t he oldest  coin t ell him? 

         The oldest  coin t old him t hat  t hey wer e t r ying t o t ell him somet hing f or  his own good. The 

coin t old him t hat  if  he spends t he f ees money on j alebis, he can st ill pay t he f ees wit h t he 

scholar ship money he was going t o get  t he next  day.  

  Af t er  all, t he oldest  coin quest ioned him, didn’t  he wish t o have hot  j alebis. 

NCERT Folder  

Comprehension Check- 1 
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  (ii) Did he f ollow his advice? I f  not ,  why not .  

       He didn’t  f ollow his advice. He knew t hat  what  he was saying was not  wr ong, but  he wasn’t  

ent ir ely r ight  t oo. He was af r aid t hat  by doing somet hing of  t hat  sor t , his pr est ige must  be put  

on st ake. 

5.  He reached home wit h t he coins in his pocket .  What  happened t hen? 

     As he r eached his home, t he coins began t o t alk again. When he went  t o t ake his lunch, 

t he coins wer e shr ieking. 

     He got  f r ust r at ed wit h t he sound t hat  t he coins made and f inally gave in. He r ushed t o 

t he bazaar  t o buy j alebis f r om t he halwai.  

 

 

 

1.  (i) Why didn’t  he eat  all t he jalebis he had bought ? 

        He couldn’t  eat  all t he j alebis he bought  because t her e wer e t oo many j alebis and his 

st omach was alr eady f ull. 

    (ii) What  did he do with the remaining jalebis? 

          He dist r ibut ed t he r emaining j alebis t o t he boys who had assembled in t he gali. 

2.  “The f ear was killing me.  “ What  was the f ear? 

     He had eat en t oo many j alebis. He f ear ed t hat  wit h ever y bur p, a j alebis or  t wo might  not  

pop out . Fur t her mor e, at  night  he was also t o have his dinner . 

3.  “Children’s st omachs are like digest ion machines. ” What  do you understand by that ? Do  

    you agree? 

        The phr ase means t hat  childr en can digest  gr eat er  amount  of  f ood wit hout  much pr oblem. 

What ever  t he boy at e, he was able t o digest  by next  mor ning.  

       I  do not  agr ee wit h t his because over eat ing may cause digest ive pr oblems and upset  t he 

met abolism of  t he child leading t o var ious ot her  pr oblems. 

4.  How did he plan t o pay t he f ees the next  day? 

     The next  day he t hought  he would pay t he f ees wit h t he f our  r upees he was supposed t o get  

as scholar ship money. 
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5.  When it  is t ime t o pay t he f ees,  what  does he do? How is he disobeying the elders by  

    doing so? 

     He didn’t  get  t he scholar ship money t hat  day. When t he t ime came t o pay t he f ees, he simply 

lef t  t he school and went  away. He disobeyed his elder s by spending t he f ees money on sweet  

j alebis and by cr ossing t he r ailway t r ack, somet hing he was f or ewar ned against . 

 

 

 

1.  What  was t he consequence of  buying j alebis wit h the f ees money? 

      The consequences of  buying j alebis wit h f ees money was t hat  he was not  lef t  wit h any 

money t o pay his f ees. I n or der  t o escape t he punishment  of  not  being able t o pay t he f ees, he 

was absent ing himself  f r om t he school. 

2.  His prayer t o God is like a lawyer’s def ence of  bad case.  Does he argue his case well?  

   What  are t he point s he makes? 

      He ar gues his case well by giving good logic f or  having spent  t he f ees money. He t ells God 

t hat  t he pr oblem would not  have occur r ed had he got  t he scholar ship money on t ime and had he 

known t his bef or e and he would have post poned buying of  j alebis t ill t he next  mont h.  

     He also t r ies t o st r ike a deal wit h God by pr omising t o r ecit e t he t en Sur at s, Ayat -al-

Kur si and Namaa. 

3.  He of f ers t o play a game wit h Allah Miyan.  What  is t he game? 

      He decides t o play a game wit h Allah Miyan. He decides t o r un up t ill t he signal and 

bef or e he r et ur ned f r om t he signal, Allah Miyan should place f our  r upees under  t he r ock. 

4.  Did he get  f our rupees by playing the game? What  did he get  t o see under t he rock? 

      No. I t  was a st upid, childlike game. He doesn’t  get  t he f our  r upees. All t hat  he get s t o 

see under  t he r ock was a hair y wor m. 

5.  I f  God has grant ed his wish that  day,  what  harm would it  have caused him in later lif e.   

      I f  God would have gr ant ed his wish t hat  day he wouldn’t  have lear nt  a ver y impor t ant  

lesson.  

      He would have under st ood t hat  mer ely by of f er ing pr ayer s, God f ulf illed all t he wishes 

of  man. He wouldn’t  have under st ood t hat  har d wor k was equally impor t ant . 

 

 

Comprehension Check- 3 
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1.  Select  and read sent ences t hat  show that  t he boy is t empted t o eat  jalebis.  

     J alebis ar e meant  t o be eat en and only t hose wit h money in t heir  pocket  can eat  t hem. 

But  t hen, t hese j alebis ar e no common sor t  of  j alebis eit her . They’r e cr isp, f r esh and f ull of  

syr up.  

My mout h wat er ed.  

  t hat  he is f eeling guilt y.   

  Ans.  My head st ar t ed t o spin. I  f elt  as if  I  was st anding on my head and could not  get  on 

t o my f eet  again if  i t r ied. When t he r ecess bell r ang, i t r ucked my bag under  my ar m and lef t  

t he school. Now f or  t he cr ime of  eat ing t he j alebis, f or  t he f ir st  t ime in my lif e i was absent  

f r om t he school. Sit t ing under  a t r ee, at  f ir st  i f elt  like cr ying.  

 t hat  he is j ust if ying a wrong deed.  

Ans.  I  didn’t  eat  t hem all by myself  and i f ed t hem t o a whole lot  of  childr en. 

Allah Miyan, I  am a ver y good boy. I  have memor ised t he whole Namaaz.  

Discuss t he f ollowing point s.  

I s t he boy intelligent ? I f  so,  what  is t he evidence of  it .   

Ans.  The boy is an int elligent  boy. He has won t he scholar ship and is one of  t he pr omising 

st udent s.  

Does his out look on the jalebis episode change af t er class VI I I ? Does he see that  episode 

in a new light ? 

Ans.  Yes. His out look on t he j alebis episode changes af t er  class VI I I . He is able t o look at  t he 

episode wit h a new light .  

He is able t o under st and t hat  he t r ied t o t empt  and lur e God wit hout  under st anding t he ways of  

God and man. I f  God was t o gr ant  man ever yt hing t hat  man asked f or  man wouldn’t  have 

under st ood t he need t o wor k. 

Why are ‘coins’ made t o t alk in t he st ory? What  purpose does it  serve? 

Ans.  The coins ar e made t o t alk in t he st or y because t he voice of  t he coins is t he boy’s own 

conf used mind, t r ying t o r esolve t he conf lict  bet ween eat ing or  not  eat ing t he j alebis.  

 

 

 

 

Exercise 
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1.  The boy was in which st andard when the jalebis episode happened? 

      The boy was in t he f if t h st andar d at  t he gover nment  school in Kambelpur  when t he 

j alebis episode happened. 

2.  The boy f ears t hat  if  he spent  t he money,  he would not  be able t o show his f ace.  Who   

   were these people whom he would not  be able t o show his f ace t o? 

      The boy f ear s t hat  if  he would spend t he money he would not  be able t o show his f ace t o 

Mast er  Ghulam Mohammed at  school and t o Allah Miyan at  Qayamat .  

3.  Who could have caught  the boy as he purchased the j alebis? 

       The moment  t he boy pur chased t he j alebis, he saw his chachaj aan (his f at her ’s younger  

br ot her ) r et ur ning f r om t he cour t  on his t ongo.  

       I f  chachaj aan would have seen t he boy t hen, he would have got  caught .  

4.  Whom does the boy compare himself  t o while dist ribut ing t he jalebis t o the children? 

      While dist r ibut ing t he j alebis, t he boy compar es himself  t o t he Gover nor  Saheb who 

used t o dist r ibut e r ice t o t he poor  on I ndependence Day.  

5.  While dist ribut ing j alebis,  the boy assumes a cert ain import ance.  Which lines f rom the  

   t ext  indicate that ? 

  “I f  childr en could be elect ed t o t he Assembly, my success would have been assur ed t hat  

day.  

  Because on lit t le signal f r om my j alebis wielding hand and t he mob would have been 

willing t o kill and get  killed f or  me”. 

6.  What  were the cont ent s of  t he boy’s bag,  when he was expect ing God t o have put  f or  

   rupees in it? 

       The boy r ealised t hat  God hadn’t  put  money in his bag. All t hat  he had in his bag wer e a 

f ew t ext books and not ebooks, one pencil, one shar pener  and an I d car d his mamu had sent  him 

last  year . 

 

 

 

 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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1.  What  all prayers did t he boy promise t o of f er God? 

      The boy pr omised t o of f er  Namaaz, r ecit e t en sur at s, Ayat -al- Kur si, Kalma-e-Tayyab 

and in f act  ever yt hing he r emember ed in or der  t o at t ain f our  r upees f r om God. When his 

var ious at t empt s f ailed, he even decided t o do wazu, wear  clean clot hes and r ead namaaz f r om 

mor ning t o noon. 

2.  How does t he boy escape f rom t he punishment  f or not  having paid the f ees? 

     On not  being able t o pay t he f ees, t he boy f ear ed t he cane of  Mast er  Ghulam 

Mohammed. He lef t  t he school af t er  r ecess, t he t ime decided f or  collect ion of  f ees. 

      The next  day, he lef t  home f or  school but  never  went  t her e, f ear ing punishment . On 

t hir d day, t oo, he decided t o do t he same. 

3.  What  did the oldest  coin mean by,  “kissa khat am,  paisa hazam”? 

    The oldest  coin was t r ying t o per suade t he boy t o spend t he coins on buying j alebis. I t  was 

t r ying t o ar gue t hat  he could buy j alebis wit h t he f ees money and pay f ees wit h t he scholar ship 

money and t hat  would be t he end of  t he st or y, “kissa khat am, paisa hazam”. 

4.  “The coins were so eager t o be spent  t hat  day”.  Do you agree? 

      No. The t r ut h is t hat  t he coins don’t  speak. I t  is t he boy’s gr eed and t empt at ion t o devour  

t he hot , f r esh and sugar  syr upy j alebis t hat  was becoming uncont r ollable. All t he ar gument s 

pr esent ed by t he coins, in f act  was t he debat e going on in t he mind of  t he boy. 

 

 

1.  Describe t he t one of  t he second encount er bet ween t he boy and the halwai.  

      Not  having been able t o pay t he f ees, t he boy lef t  t he school af t er  t he r ecess and came 

back when t he school was going t o get  over  t o walk down home wit h t he ot her  childr en. On being 

asked by t he halwai if  he want ed t o buy j alebis even t oday, t he boy f elt  like t elling him t hat  he 

want ed t o r oast  his liver  and eat , inst ead. The boy was f ull of  r egr et  and anger  which got  

r ef lect ed in t heir  second meet ing. 

2.  Describe t he various metaphors employed in t he st ory.  

      The st or y employs quit e a f ew met aphor s. The j alebis, hot  and syr upy, st and as a 

met aphor  f or  var ious t empt at ions t hat  young childr en could have. The boy is lur ed by t he 

pr ospect  of  buying j alebis wit h his f ees money. The f our  coins, similar ly ar e met aphor s in t he 

st or y.  

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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     The noises pr oduced by t he coins, t heir  j ingle and clamour , is r epr esent at ive of  t he 

ment al conf lict  going on in t he boy’s mind. He was unable t o cont r ol his t empt at ion. Ther ef or e, 

t he ‘t alking coins’, on whom he t r ansf er s t he onus of  his t empt at ion. 

 

 

 

1.  What  import ant  lesson did not  the boy learn,  wit h respect  t o money? 

       The boy had been war ned by his elder s never  t o misuse t he f ees money. Despit e t hat  he 

spends t he f ees money on j alebis. The lesson he lear ns is t hat  he should never  misuse t he f unds 

and money f or  which his par ent s have wor ked har d t o ear n. Also, he lear ns t hat  one can never  

be t oo sur e of  his cir cumst ances.  

  The f at e has it s own r ole t o play. Ther ef or e, t he scholar ship money t hat  he used t o get  

ever y mont h was so lat e in coming on t hat  par t icular  day when he had alr eady spent  his f ees 

money. 

       

 

     

   

  

 

Value Based Quest ion 


